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WHAT'S IN YOUR CLOSET?

There is a wacky TV commercial by Capital One that
asks “What's in your wallet?” It usually involves
someone getting wrecked or devastated because
they don’t have their card to keep them from harms
way.

St Paul, one could infer, asks the Colossians,
“What's in your closet?”

After suggesting what not to “wear”:
“Put to death whatever in you is earthly —
fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
greed (which is idolatry). ...

Get rid of such things as: anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusive language from your mouth.

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have
stripped off the old self with its practices, and
have clothed yourselves with the new self.”

After cleaning house, Paul goes on to tell us what to
wear:
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“As God’s chosen ones, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience.

Bear with one another and if anyone has a
complaint against another, forgive each other...

above all clothe yourselves with love, which
binds everything together in perfect harmony.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which, indeed, you were called in the one body.
And be thankful...”

There is nothing like the New Year to clean out our
closets and to renew our commitment to building up
the community we call New Creation. Our focus for
the winter season will be to renew ourselves as a
community through some nurturing/discipleship
programs, and a new outreach program: Plan to be
part of:

R/

+ Financial stewardship and a life-planning
seminar;

+« Small group formation in order to nurture and
grow the community one home at a time, as
well as youth and fellowship events;

< Boomwhacker School of music for children in
our midst.

This is an ambitious agenda for the body of Christ
called New Creation. So during your daily
“B.R.E.W.” meditate on and pray for the growth and
health of our body. And include in your new year’s
resolutions and plans “putting on” the ministry of the
body of Christ.

What clothes are you wearing for the New Year?

—Pastor Anne
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CAROLING ON CHRISTMAS DAY

—Marilyn Feldhaus

A small, but enthusiastic, band of New Creationers
(and one guest) enjoyed wassail at church and then
went on to Kaiser Santa Teresa Hospital to offer
Christmas caroling. A couple of us were a bit
nervous at the thought of “foisting” ourselves onto
the private dramas of others at the hospital, but
quickly learned that we were very welcome! On third
floor, one of the nurses not only welcomed us onto
the floor, but we discovered that, midway through
one of our songs, she was holding up a phone to
capture our singing for the benefit of the various
patients in their rooms. We had one young man
come out to tell us how happy he and his
grandmother were to hear the singing. At another
doorway further down the hall, two men came out to
tell us that our songs reached them just as they were
celebrating communion with their mother, and they
considered that a sign of the Holy Spirit in action! A
later, brief foray to the Emergency Room found us
with an extra caroler as one of the women waiting to
be seen joined in the singing. As we were leaving,
reflecting on our experience, we realized that the gift
of singing not only brought glad tidings to others, it
also brought gladness of heart to us as well. We
hope this will be a new Christmas tradition at New
Creation.

Glenda Voss said, “Caroling on Christmas Day was
a truly joyful and mystical experience. What a
blessing to proclaim Christ's birth and bring
"Christmas” to patients and caregivers.”

Jim Underwood said, ““Then we went a
wassailing...” Christmas day was a fine example of
returning to the true meaning of Christmas. Six
people gathered together with warmth in their hands
and warmth in their hearts and then went out into the
world to share. The hospital ward on the third floor

was quiet except for the bustling of the nurse’s
station. We asked them if we could sing and they
came alive. As we were leaving a visitor who was
touched by our gift stopped us in the hall to thank us.

Pastor Ann said, “What a meaningful ministry to
people in very painful situations. It filled my
Christmas stocking to over-flowing. | look forward to
expanding this next year.”

BoOoK CLUB MEETING

—Karen Apland

The current book being read for the book club is The
Rapture Exposed: The Message of Hope in the Book
of Revelation by
Barbara Rossing.
A synopsis of the
book is given
below. The date
for the next book

club meeting is
February 12. mi} a ?
The Rapture |
Exposed: The
Message of Hope

in The Book of
Revelation:

THE RAPTURE
EXPOSED

THE MESSAGE OF HOPE
IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION

BARBARA R. ROSSING

“Ordained minister
Rossing is ready
to do battle with
evangelicals both
within and outside
of her Lutheran Church camp. Rossing, who teaches
New Testament at the Lutheran School of Theology
in Chicago, begins her sparring by taking on the
widely popular Left Behind series and all it presumes
to communicate about the future of the world.
Claiming that the Left Behind authors' interpretation
of prophetic biblical verses is “fiction,” Rossing firmly
asserts that the Book of Revelation has a completely
different purpose than to predict upcoming world
uprisings and the eventual end of the earth. Instead,
Rossing believes that this biblical vision is meant to
inspire  humanity to seek out “repentance and
justice.” Rossing also maintains, somewhat unfairly,
that rapture enthusiasts extol a careless, abusive
attitude toward God's created world, since rapture
theology declares that the followers of Christ are
soon to be removed from it. More significant is
Rossing's belief that Revelation does not offer a
prophetic look at Jerusalem as the inevitable
battleground between good and evil, but rather
extends the promise of a New Jerusalem that will
open its arms to all nations in peace.”




WELCOME CHARLANE LINES, OUR
NEW TEACHING PARISH STUDENT!

WHAT’S A “ TEACHING PARISH” ?
—Pastor Anne

Briefly, it is an applied/contextual learning
experience for Lutheran students studying to be
pastors, from the Lutheran seminary in Berkeley. A
student chooses a congregation where he/she
discerns that valuable learning could happen for their
growth as a pastor. This is not an internship, nor an
additional pastor. They are first year students,
whose faith, skills, and pastoral identity are being
developed.

They are expected to spend 6-8 hours/week with our
congregation, and we are expected to provide a
supervisory committee along with the pastor.
Together we will identify learning areas or goals for
their time with us. They receive academic credit for
each semester they spend with us. And a pastoral
evaluation is submitted after each semester. No pay
is required, but driving expenses would be a bonus,
since we are a bit of a distance from Berkeley.

An incoming student, as a site where she would like
to do her teaching parish assignment, has selected
us. Her name is Charlane Lines. She will begin
formally on January 28" and be introduced at our
congregational meeting that day. There is also a
supervisory committee in place of Karen Apland and
Jim Carlson.

I look forward to participating in the learning
experience of a pastor in training, and feel New
Creation has lots of opportunities for learning. Plan
on welcoming her on January 28™.

CHARLANE LINES’ BI1O

—Charlane Lines

| was born and raised in Oregon. After graduating
from Crane H.S. in eastern Oregon | attended Ripon
College in Wisconsin, where | received a B.A.
degree with an emphasis in piano performance. In
1995, | returned to western Oregon and spent the
next ten years working in various capacities as a
musician: teacher, performer, retail purchaser,
church musician.

When | moved back to Oregon | was offered a job at
a local Lutheran church. It was during my tenure
there that | began to understand not just who | was
as a child of God, but what | was being called to do.
In 2003 | began the candidacy process and in the fall
of 2004 | began weekend classes at the Northwest
House of Theological Studies. In November of 2006

| relocated to Oakland and am looking forward to
starting classes at PLTS in January.

EDITOR’S NOTE:

When | asked Charlane to write a short bio, |
received a very enthusiastic response. The following
are some quotes from her first email.

“I am really looking forward to my teaching parish
assignment!”

“I have been telling everyone how excited | am to be
a part of New Creation”

“Thank you so much for the enthusiastic welcome.”

—Mimi Lawler
The youth of New Creation will be kicking off the new
youth groups with their first event tentatively
scheduled for the evening of Friday, January 26™.
The event is bowling at Oakridge Lanes. If your child
is interested please contact Mimi or Kathy for further
details. Flyers will be sent via e-mail and at Sunday
services. Please feel free to invite friends and
neighbors to this event.

Although this is one event for all children in the
congregation, there will be two groups forming, a
junior high/ high school group and an elementary
group. Many activities will be tailored to each age
group. We will be scheduling different events once a
month. If you are interested in helping please
contact Mimi or Kathy H.
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Ashok Sahoo....... 2
Ken Sparks.......... 5
Ted Hemmig........ 15
Loretta Sahoo...... 15
Delia Ohlon ......... 19
Ruthie Friend....... 23

FINANCIAL REPORT

—Roger Hanson, Financial Secretary
General and Loose Plate Giving For November

Date Amount
11-5 cmmmmemee 1,221.75
I e 1,015.00
11-19---mmmmmen 2,038.00
] — 1,301.50
Total ------------ 5,576.25

We need $6,543.00 in general and loose plate giving
to meet all of NCLC’s expenses per month.

Average Weekly Attendance for November was 45.

BOOMWHACKERS

—Rick Voss

In December Pastor Anne and | meet with Pat
Brown, the owner and founder of Noteworthy Music.
Noteworthy Music has been providing piano lesson
for children for many years. We explored the
possibility of Noteworthy providing teachers for
Boomwhacker lessons for children at New Creation.
Pat was enthusiastic about starting this joint ministry.
In January a proposal will be presented to the
Leadership Team and the congregation for approval.
If all goes well the program could begin by late

spring.
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CALENDAR

% Sunday, Jan. 7
10:15 AM —Thrivent Stewardship Talk

% Friday, Jan 12
Book Club

% Saturday, Jan 13
8:00 AM— Workday

% Friday, Jan 19 — Sunday, Jan 21
Confirmation Retreat

% Saturday, Jan 27
Youth Bowling

% Sunday, Jan 28
12:00 PM — Congregation Meeting

A full calendar of events is on page 7.



SOCIAL JUSTICE

DARFUR LETTERS
—Marilyn Feldhaus

Over 45 letters were generated on behalf of the
people suffering from genocide in Darfurl Have any
of you received a response yet? Just the other day, |
received a letter from Senator Boxer. She
mentioned that the Senate, on December 8,
unanimously passed a resolution expressing support
for a hybrid UN/African Union peacekeeping force.
This is, of course, a good start. However,
resolutions in themselves mean little without the
political will to follow up their stated good intentions.
Your letters should have begun to arrive just after
this resolution, with their specific calls for funding for
peacekeeping and humanitarian assistance. This
should help our government maintain focus on the
lives of those suffering in Darfur. Stay tuned to see
how else we may turn our justice prayers into on the
ground actions.

MISSION BUCKET

—Karen Apland

The collection from the Mission Bucket for the
months of January & February will be donated to
Loaves and Fishes Family Kitchen. Loaves &
Fishes, a nonprofit organization which serves no-
cost hot meals, has been serving the working poor,
families, homeless and seniors living in and around
the downtown and East Side of San Jose for more
than 25 years. Everyone is welcome regardless of
race, color, ethnic origin, religion, gender, age
handicap or sexual orientation. They lease the
kitchens at St. Patrick’'s Church, located at 9th and
Santa Clara Streets in downtown San Jose, and at
St. Maria Goretti Church, at Capitol and Senter
Road, to prepare and serve meals.

oNE -

%EIEM%AKI\EPAIGN e
POVERTY HISTORY oNE S

—Marilyn Feldhaus

Remember, several Sundays ago, we all “stood up
as ONE” to support the ending of hunger in the
United States and the world? Well, our action,
combined with that of millions of others around the
world, made it into the Guinness Book of World
Records! To recapitulate, the ONE Campaign,
supported by the ELCA, is an effort by Americans to
rally Americans - ONE by ONE - to fight global AIDS
and extreme poverty. The primary goal is to
convince our U.S. political leaders to give an
additional one percent (1%) of the US budget to help
meet basic needs - food, health, education, clean
water, and care for orphans - of people living in
poverty. Right now, our government allocates less
than 1/2 of one percent of its total budget (0.48%) for
poverty focused assistance. Compare that with the
conservatively estimated 25% of the budget going to
military expenses (minus the war on Iraq, which is
being funded by continuing resolutions, and thus are
not counted as part of the budget). As Christians,
we must demand that our self-professed Christian
leaders follow the teachings of Jesus. Jesus showed
consistent concern for the needs of the poor and
exhorted his followers to do the same. There are
effective ways of doing this, and each of us will
continue to have opportunities to “be a ONE
Lutheran!”

CHRISTMAS VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY AT
STJULIE’S

—Karen Apland

On Saturday, December 16 at 9:00 am, a whole host
of volunteers gathered at St. Julie’s Catholic Church
to pack 400 grocery bags full of food for needy
families in the South San Jose area, who might not
otherwise be able to have a Christmas dinner.
Volunteers sorted and counted onions, apples,
carrots and celery and dropped potatoes, rolls, milk
and other food staples into the bags. In addition, gift
cards from Nob Hill and Albertsons were included in
the bags to help pay for the meat portion of the meal.
There were volunteers of all ages helping out,
including whole families and many teens. The work



was done in an astonishingly short amount of time as
everyone worked together in a cheerful spirit to get
the job done. In our own rush to get what we want at
Christmas, it's easy to forget the poor among us.
Providing something as basic as food to people in
need is a powerful reminder of the gifts we have
everyday of the year.
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OF CARING

ELCA YOUTH WILL “STIR IT UP!”
2007 SouPER BowL OoF CARING IS COMING!

“Over 2,000 Lutheran groups have already
registered to participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring
2007 under the theme Stir it Up”, said Kathryn Stime,
director of the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.

America's youth are transforming Super Bowl
weekend into the nation's largest youth-led day of
giving through the Souper Bowl of Caring. Asking for
only $1 on one day-on or near Super Bowl Sunday-
this event encourages people of all ages to care for
their neighbors in need.

The 2006 Souper Bowl reported over $725,000 for
hunger-related charities.

Groups may register, learn more, request a free
resource ki, and report their totals at
www.souperbowl.org

o) Blessings]

A Word

From The
My dear friends at
New Creation may you

Pres.
have a happy and

blessed 2007. As | was reflecting on 2006, | realized
I have only one more month as chairperson of
Leadership Team. My term of office ends in January
and | have decided not to run again. That does not
mean | will be doing any less for the church. | plan
to stay fully involved, but not as involved with the
administrative end of the church.

We had to make some very difficult financial
decisions this year. With cutbacks in spending and
reducing our staff we are managing to financially
“keep our heads above water.” With Glenda Voss
chairing the Long Range Planning Team goals have
been set and we are moving ahead with them. A
new children’s music ministry is making progress.
More church visibility is also making progress. With
thanks to Ted and Kathy Hemmig we have our
Burma Shave signs installed and other Visibility team
members our moving ahead with creating additional
signage and doing things that will makes us more
noticeable in our community. Kathy Hemmig and
Mimi Lawler are beginning a youth group and Roger
is helping creating some new small groups. And we
will be continuing with our Book Club, Crafting group,
folding group, music and worship team, choir,
Sunday School, Confirmation Classes, church
cleaning team, Rawls Place ministry, Second
Harvest ministry, fund raising, and many other one
and two person teams that complete projects around
the church.

Our greatest challenge of 2007 will again be financial
and not allowing that challenge to consume all of our
energy. We need to put great effort into completing
the goals of the Long Range Planning Team. 1 feel
that if the goals are met we will be able to bring the
Good News to people that need to hear it, grow our
congregation, and bring financial stability.

Peace be with you, Rick
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ASSISTANTS

FOR JANUARY
Date Pastor's Asst. | Reader Communion Nursery Greeter Elem. Class | Conf. Class
Asst. /Usher
Jan 7 Becky Everson Sarah Doering & Loretta Carol & Bob Linda Debra
Jonathan Sahoo Sahoo Busby

Jan 14 Marilyn Feldhaus | Kaylee Lawler Kathy Hemmig | Debra Dimas | Ted Hemmig & Linda Becky
Jim Carlson

Jan 21 Glenda Voss Josh Lawler Rick Voss Rick Voss & Loretta Becky
Linda
Tremoureux

Jan28 Karen Apland Eric Everson Jennifer Loretta Mimi

Doering
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